
ble next 
week. Even if 
you are una-
ble to come 
to our discus-
sion groups, 

please consider getting a 
copy of the book (more 
copies are on order now). 
But please do keep up with 
the bulletin inserts. Please 
see the third page of the 
bulletin to keep abreast of 
the developments of our 
initiative.  

Also, this Sunday, we have 
available the parish Christ-
mas card. It is a wonderful 
way to reach out to anoth-
er person simply to give 
them one of these cards, 
and, if you are feeling 
brave, to add your own 
word of invitation to come 
to Church this Christmas. 
Do please take as many 
cards as you need. 

Rejoice! To-
day is Gau-
dete Sunday, 
or the Ad-
vent Rejoice 
Sunday. This 
third Sunday of Advent 
begins with the call to re-
joice because the Lord is 
coming soon. Yes, Christ-
mas is coming soon. But 
that’s not the real meaning 
of Advent. Rather, today is 
a call to be joyful because 
Our Lord is close to us 
every day. Because Jesus is 
God made Man, he is still 
God with us, and we re-
joice that he is so close to 
us at all times. 

This past week, we had the 
first set of meetings for our 
Renovation initiative. 
Those who were at Mass 
last Sunday heard me speak 
about why this is im-
portant. And I am glad to 

say that almost 40 parish-
ioners have come along to 
the three groups that we 
have had this week, to look 
at the first part of Fr Mal-
lon’s book, Divine Renova-
tion. It certainly led to 
open and frank discussion 
of our life in our parishes. 
You will be able to see the 
fruits of our discussions in 
the additional sheet availa-

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St Lucy 
283-304 

Lucy is one of the list of 
virgin martyrs, who gave 
their life and their purity in 
witness to their faith in 
Christ and the power of his 
Resurrection. All that is 
known for certain is that 
she was a young woman 
from Syracuse who was 
martyred in the persection 
by the Roman Emperor 

Diocletian in around 304. 
According to tradition, her 
eyes were gouged out pri-
or to her execution which, 
again by tradition, was by 
the sword. She is often 
depicted in art showing her 
eyes on a plate or in her 
hand. Because of this tradi-
tion, and her name deriv-
ing from lux, the Latin for 
light. she is patroness of 
the blind. 

THE CATHOLIC PASTORAL PARTNERSHIP OF  
B IDDULPH ,  GOLDENHILL ,  K IDSGROVE & PACKMOOR 

UNDER THE PATRONAGE AND PROTECTION OF OUR LADY OF GRACE 

SUNDAY 11TH DECEMBER 2016 THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT   

SUNDAY BULLETIN 

The Parishes are part of the Archdiocese of 
Birmingham: Registered Charity no. 

234216 

CLERGY & STAFF 

Parish Priest 

Rev Fr Julian C Green 
St Joseph’s Presbytery 
715 High Street  
Goldenhill 
Stoke-on-Trent 
ST6 5RD 
Tel: (01782) 782121 

 
Priest in Residence 

Rev Fr Paul Dean 
 
Deacon 

Rev Dr David Child 
Tel: (01782) 513590 

Parish Secretary 

Teresa Harding 
Tel: (01782) 782121 
Email: partnershipparishes 
@gmail.com 
Office Hours: Mon, Tues, Fri 
9am to 4pm. Weds, Thurs 9am 
to 1pm. 

Website 
www.partnershipparishes.org 

CHURCHES 

Biddulph English Martyrs’ 
Church, Church Road, Biddulph, 
ST8 6NE  

Goldenhill St Joseph’s Church, 
High Street, Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 
5RD 

Kidsgrove St John the Evange-
list’s Church, The Avenue, 
Kidsgrove, ST7 1AE 

Packmoor St Patrick’s Church, 
Mellor Street, Packmoor, Stoke-
on-Trent, ST7 4SN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PAGE 2 SUNDAY BULLETIN 

 B
idd

ulp
h 

G
old

enhill 

K
id

sgrove 

Packm
oor 

The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sunday 8.30am  
Goldenhill Sunday 10.30am 
Kidsgrove Saturday 6pm  
Packmoor Sunday 6pm 

Saturday 10th   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Teresa Foden 

Sunday 11th 9.00am    Holy Mass  Bill Adams 

Third Sunday of  11.00am   Holy Mass  Dora Walsh 

Advent    6.30pm Holy Mass Barbara Heath 

Monday 12th 9.15am    Holy Mass Dec family & friends of Cullen fam 

Our Lady of  9.45am    Eucharistic Adoration  

Guadalupe  6.00pm   Novena Mass Pat Holmes 

Tuesday 13th 8.30am    Eucharistic Adoration  

St Lucy 9.15am    Holy Mass Michael & Jane Dawse 

   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

  1.00pm   Funeral Service Geoff Jackson RIP 

    2.15pm Holy Rosary  

  6.00pm   Holy Mass Teresa Ball 

Wednesday 14th   11.00am  Eucharistic Adoration  

St John of the Cross   12noon  Holy Mass Maureen Giannasi 

Thursday 15th  9.30am   Holy Mass (In Church) K Price 

Advent Feria   2.15pm  Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

 6.00pm     Nora McHale 

Friday 16th   9.30am  Holy Mass Holy Souls 

    6.30pm Eucharistic Adoration  

Saturday 17th 10.30am    Holy Mass Jamie Copeland & most abandoned 
souls 

Advent Feria   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Denis Culhane 

Sunday 18th 9.00am    Holy Mass  Catherine Turner 

Fourth Sunday of   11.00am   Holy Mass  Margaret Beech 

Advent    6.30pm Holy Mass Lucy & Jack Barron 

Advent Feria    6.00pm Holy Mass Holy Souls 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps in the churches are lit for the following intentions: 

St John’s: Brenda Crotty (PD & JC); Christine Johnson 
St Joseph’s: Angela Doherty 
The lamps at all of our churches are available to be dedicated for a week. 
Minimum donation £5. 

Parish Priest’s Surgery  
Fr Julian is available on Monday evenings from 7pm to 
8pm for enquiries regarding baptisms, weddings or any 
other matter. No need to book an appointment. Fr Julian 
is available on 12th & 19th December. There will be no 
surgery hour on 26th December nor 2nd January. The 
next surgery hour will be on 9th January. 
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PASTORAL 
Altar Consecration  Bishop 
McGough will consecrate the side 
chapel altar at English Martyrs’ on 
Saturday 21st January at 10.30am 
Mass. This would be a great oppor-
tunity for those who helped in the 
planning and with work to prepare 
for the Consecration of the Church to 
come together for a celebratory 
brunch after the Mass. More details 
later! 

Biddulph SVP The Biddulph con-
ference will next meet on Tuesday 
13th December at 7pm in the church 
meeting room. 

Christmas Cribs The cribs  will be 
put up after Mass today at English 
Martyrs’, St Joseph’s and St Pat-
rick’s. We really need help with this, 
so please stay and help after Mass. 
We especially need some of the men 
to help at St Joseph’s as this is a big 
task. Thank you. 

Altar Servers Would the parents of 
all altar servers ensure that they take 
their cottas (the white vestment 
worn over the cassock) home to be 
washed in preparation for Christmas?

Deaths 

Of your charity please pray for the 
soul of Geoff Jackson. The funeral 
service will take place at St Joseph’s 
on Tuesday 13th December at 1pm, 
with burial at Tunstall cemetery. 

SOCIAL & OUTREACH 

RENOVATION 
‘Renovation’ is our partnership of 
parishes’ initiative to bring about a 
change in our parish so that we be-
come disciples of Christ, and our 
parishes more welcoming and evan-
gelising. 

What Renovation looks like 

We have begun our reading groups of 
the book by Fr James Mallon Divine 
Renovation. The question is: what 
does Renovation look like? What do 
we want our parishes to look like in 
5, 10 or 20 years times? What do we 
do to change and become churches 
open to growth and the work of the 
Holy Spirit?  The first group meetings 
were this last week. You can see 
what was discussed from the Renova-
tion bulletin insert available next 
weekend. The groups are open to 

anyone from our parishes to join.  
The groups will meet as follows: 
Sunday 5pm at St Patrick’s 
Tuesday 10.30am at English Martyrs’ 
Wednesday 7.30pm at St Joseph’s 
You can come to any group, and even 
change between groups, as they all 
follow the same content each week. 
The groups will meet again this 
week. There will then be a break 
over Christmas, and will meet again 
in Epiphany week (beginning 8th 
January). All the books have been 
given out but more are on order. 
Alternatively you can get it as an e-
book from Amazon. 
 
 Developing Alpha 

Alpha is a key tool 
which we will use to 
invite people to come 
t o  a  p e r s o n a l 
knowledge of Jesus and 

a living faith. Already some parish-
ioners have gone on the information 
and training day. If you missed out, 
but would like to go to the infor-
mation/training day, then there is 
another one at St Chad’s in Birming-
ham on Saturday 18th February, 
10.30am to 3.30pm. If you wish to 
go see Fr Julian. There will be an 
Alpha at St Thomas More Catholic 
Academy in Longton beginning on 
Wednesday 11th January at 4.30pm.  
We already have a demand for Alpha 
and it would be great to get it up and 
running early in the New Year. For 
more information on this, please see 
Fr Julian. 

Keep praying! 

Please keep the yellow prayer card 
with you and say it each day for the 
renovation of our parishes. This is the 
most essential work that is required. 

Once again this year we will be 
supporting Mary’s Meals with our 
crib donations. Your amazing re-
sponse each year to this project 
through which we provide food for 
our partner school in Malawi for a 
whole year needs to be matched 
this year. So, don’t forget. Invite 
one more this year for Christmas. 
£12.20 feeds a child for a year. 
How many children are you going 
to feed this year? 

Thanks to those who already keep 
their cotta regularly washed and 
ironed! 

Vespers for Unity Week The an-
nual Vespers to pray for Christian 
Unity will take place at English Mar-
tyrs’ on Sunday 22nd January at 3pm. 
The guest preacher will be Rev Steve 
Dyson, the new vicar of St Law-
rence’s Biddulph. The Vespers will 
be followed by an afternoon tea in 
the meeting room. Please bring cake! 

Parish Christmas Card Please take 
a Parish Christmas card for yourself, 
but also please take one for someone 
else. Maybe you could use it to invite 
someone to come to Mass at one of 
our Churches, or as a gentle remind-
er. 

Friendship Club Christmas Par-
ty There are only a few tickets left 
for the Christmas Party which takes 
place this Wednesday 14th Decem-
ber from 1pm to 4pm at Kidsgrove 
Town Hall. Tickets are available 
from St John’s Church or the Parish 
Office at £3.50.  



Entrance Antiphon: Rejoice in the Lord al-
ways; again I say, rejoice. Indeed, the Lord is 
near. 
Response to the Psalm: Come, Lord, and save 
us.  
Gospel Acclamation: [Alleluia, alleluia.] The 
Spirit of the Lord has been given to me. He 
has sent me to bring good news to the poor. 
[Alleluia.] 
Preface of Advent I Eucharistic Prayer II 
Acclamation:  We proclaim... 
Communion Antiphon: Say to the faint of heart: 
Be strong and do not fear. Behold, our God 
will come, and he will save us. 

THIS SUNDAY ’S L ITURGY 

THE DEANERY AND BEYOND 

Third Sunday of Advent (A)   
CTS Sunday Missal page 36          

FUNDRAISING  

Collections: 
Biddulph/Packmoor 27/11/16 
Gift Aid £381.50, Non-Gift Aid 
£177.41, Total £558.91. 4/12/16 
Gift Aid £404.50, Non-Gift Aid 
£217.88, Total £622.38. Poor Par-
ishes £92.49. 
Goldenhill 27/11/16 Gift Aid 
£221.00, Non-Gift Aid £164.32, 
Total £385.32. 4/12/16 Gift Aid 
£230.60, Non-Gift Aid £194.31, 
Total £424.91. Poor Parishes 
£54.43. 
Kidsgrove 27/11/16 Gift Aid 
£227.60, Non-Gift Aid £123.00, 
Total £350.60. 4/12/16 Gift Aid 
£219.40, Non-Gift Aid £189.43, 
Total £408.83. Poor Parishes 
£116.10. 

Second Collections: This week 
Father Hudson’s Care collection. 
Don’t forget that the work of Father 
Hudson’s is benefitting our parishes. 

Thinking about the Gospel 
Matthew 11:2-11 

John questions Jesus from prison in today's Gospel—for his disciples' 
sake and for ours. He knows that Jesus is doing "the works of the 
Messiah," but John wants his disciples—and us—to know that the 
Judge is at the gate, that in Jesus, our God has come to save us. Jesus 
also points us to a prophet—holding up John as a model. John knew 
that life was more than food, the body more than clothing. He sought 
the kingdom of God first, confident that God would provide. John 
did not complain. He did not lose faith. Even in chains in his prison 
cell, he was still sending his disciples—and us—to our Saviour. We 
come to Him again now in the Eucharist. Raised up we now stand 
before His altar to meet the One who is to come: "Here is your 
God." 

Walsingham Pilgrimage North 
Staffs Walsingham Association have 
their annual Walsingham pilgrimage 
from Wednesday 5th to Saturday 8th 
April. Travel is by coach from Holy 
Trinity, Newcastle. The cost is £160 
or £186 for a single room. For a 
booking form or enquiries please 
contact Deacon Neil Addlington on 
624325. 

The North Staffs Young at Heart pro-
ject is focussed on three parishes in 
North Staffs including Kidsgrove. We 
are currently looking at ways in 
which Father Hudson’s can support 
work in Goldenhill too. Other par-
ishes across the Diocese benefit from 
the great work which is done by Fa-
ther Hudson’s so please be generous 
in supporting this work. 

Craft Stall There will be a craft stall 
at St Joseph’s this week. All money 
raised will go towards the youth pil-
grimage to Rome. 

SVP Raffle Goldenhill SVP will be 
selling raffle tickets on the 4th and 
11th December. All proceeds will go 
toward SVP funds. 

Donations Many thanks go to the St 
Joseph’s Savings Club members 
for their donation of £510 to church 
funds and also to the Goldenhill 
Slimming Club who have sent a 
donation of £150. 

Penitential Services There are 
opportunities to go to a penitential 
service with the availability of confes-
sions with various priests at the fol-
lowing churches (all at 7pm): Mon 
12th Dec Holy Trinity Newcastle; 
Mon 19th Dec St Augustine’s Meir; 
Tues 20th Dec Our Lady & St Wer-
burgh’s Clayton (7.15pm); Thurs 
22nd Dec Sacred Heart Hanley. 

Pope’s Prayer Intentions for 
December 

That the scandal of child-soldiers may 
be eliminated the world over. 

That the peoples of Europe may re-
discover the beauty, goodness and 
truth of the Gospel which gives joy 
and hope to life. 

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club Last weeks draw:1st Prize £20, 
No.72 M Welsh; 2nd Prize £10, 
No.3 B Cunningham; 3rd Prize £5, 
No.178 M Booth. This weeks 
draw:1st Prize £20, No.98 J Green; 
2nd Prize £10, No.30 N Bailey; 3rd 
Prize £5, No.142 A Ferris. Numbers 
are always available to new members.  

St Patrick’s Christmas Hamper 
The draw for the Hamper will take 
place after Mass today. 

Biddulph/Packmoor 125 Club If 
you would like to join the 125 Club 
or if you already have a number and 
would like another, there are 3 num-
bers available. If you would like to 
know who to speak to about joining, 
and having a weekly chance to win a 
prize, please ask Fr Julian.   

APF Red Boxes Thanks from the 
APF to all our red box holders. Over 
the year you have raised £3642.50 
for the Missions from across our four 
churches.  


